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* * 1 1 r. 15 not a ek e to the deſpoiic 8 9 
P ro i 5 Bs cruel tyrants and ufar Which i defended e. 
5 in the fo! owing pages. Our Kaho civil rulers, ſupreme J ed 
a and ſubordinate, are ſo far from being uſurpers, that they ſh, 
Tale! by the voluntary conſent of the body politic; and Ich 
they are ſo far from being cruel tyrants, that they are the thi 
guarchar of our lives, liberties,. and- properties. Some the 
1 afficm, and perhaps very juſtly, that the Britiſh” ſubjects * W? 
4M are under a better civil government, than any other people * 
in the world. And here we may obſerve; that there is Im- 
| mt a vaſt difference between the ſituation of the ſufferers in the 
the late perſecuting period, and our prefent ſituatiom; un 
yea, as great Aa difference, as between cruel bondage and ket 
precious liberty. The queſtion With them about civil M 
government was this, Whether a people, long oppreſſed | 
5 Vith the encroachments of tyrants and uſurpers, may diſ- 
p + on their pretended authority; and when impoſed upon 
2 60 acknowledge it, may rather chuſe to ſuffer, than to 
own it? But the queſtion about civil government with 
us is this, Whether a people may diſo wn the authority 
of magiſtrates, who. have long Protected, and are ſtill 
contiauing to protect, their lives and liberties? ' The 
| feope of the following pages is to ſhew, . that they may 
F | Let i be farther obſerved here, that it is a moſt 
© falſations, and an abſurd way of reaſoning, to make the 
1 practice o of "the Tafferers a precede it for difowning the 
5 5 pPreſent civil government. ' Becauſe. they: 


diſowned the 
15 y of rulers, whole x "is vernment Was A plague” to 
. = 1 nit ever follow om hence, by any parity of 
"> "Teafon, that Wem, re} eft-th he authotity'of rulers, whoſe 

Eb goverument is ad invaluable bleſſing to us? Is there no 
5 een the iron. of an oppreſling and 


nt, x nd the gentle freptre of a gracious 
A eretere are the ſuccallors or one a 
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the L 72 8 5 r 2 — ee ig 
the Lond. n.obedience.ta om 0 cel 
would be a tr ofgreſion. of, Es law, To el „ bt 
to be diſobexed, In 1 ages, the aints have 5 ä 
reſcuants, When the Will 0 ir ſuperiors on earth d hs 1 
ed wich the will of the higheſt Lord. Sbadrach, Me- 
ſhah, and. Abed-nego deſpifed the menacts of king Neby. 
chadnezzar, and wauld not worſhip his Li . 5 
thöugh a fiery. furnace, heated ſeveg-fold hehre 
their eyes. Be # known {aid they, unto thee, | Eng) chute Fog _ 
will not ſerve. thy \ gods, nor Tuo þ.the golden image. PRA. > 
thou haft ſet p. And when the Jewiſh council com.: MY 
manded the Ns. not to ſpeak at all, nor to. teach in — | 
the name of Jeſus, Peter and John anſwered: and faid = 
unto. them, Whether it be right in the fight of. Got, 10 — 1 5 I oF 
ken unto you more than unto. God, judge e. „ 
3. Nothing is ſaid 1 in the eg pages with: a deſign, 
to 1 the ſerviſe doctrine of paſſive obedience. When, - © 
princes graſp at an abſolute power to diſpoſe of the lives ET: 
and properties of their ſubjects, and when they become 
habitually cruel and t rannical, the people who ſet them 3 
on their thrones ought to deſpoſe them, and put men in | 
their place, who fear God, and hate covetouſneſs. To + 40 
teach that mankind ſhould 'bear the yake of .oppreflion, - 25 "Si 
when they have power to throw it off, that they ſhould £2 "+2 
remain ſlaves, 'when they can procure their liberty by =  .-* 
lawful means, is/a doctrine ſo contrary to the i 
principles of ſelf preſervation, to ſeripture * * . 
ſenſe, that it deſer ves ne refutation. 1 n 
4. The topic defended i in the follo hig — is pre 2 
cy this, That obedience is due to the e. civil Ri 
government in its Lau co nat, The reformed: 
Neige have taught i in their Teftimonycand its vnd: 
cations, That obedience: is not the fO'1 Tpovernment in Wap” 
its lawful. commands ; add herein. hey differ in their po: 
litical principles: from all other Profby ans im Scotland. < 2 
But: ikke * 260 r{abjeRior N e 
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10 b Jon 1 was eber It ah abused, as the volaths _ 
IV of inſpiration. Blaſpheming Deiſts deny the di- 25 
vine authority 15 the holy oracles, and are not aſhamed - 
to call the goſpel of Chriſt, a cutningly deviſed os, 


The church of Rome, Which God hath given up, in 4 
Jay righteous judgment, to ſtrong deluſion, that the ſhould 
I believea lie, denits the perfection of the holy ſeriptures, 98 
and therefore adds unto them her unwritten traditions, | 4 10 
and the decrees of Popes and Councils. Brain-fick ß 
3 Quakers, and other deluded enthuſiaſts, dream that the in, 3 E 
oY light within them; without the written word, is a ſuffi- 2 4 
A CO rule of faith and practice. OE wo 


> Many, who profeſs to abhor theſe abuſes of the divine | 


or remorſe. They break the firſt commandment of the 
moral law, loving the world more than God. The” 
A ſecond, by a criminal neglect of, or à careleſs rendatice | 
J Fon ſuch religious worſhip and ordinances, as God hath 
appointed in his wotd;—The third aud fourth, b: gi 
I faning God's name and day.— Aud the fifth, by « iſobe⸗ 
Adience to rhe juſt and lawful. authority of patents, ma- 
ters, miniſters, and maꝑiſtrates. Every man hath a pope -- 
in his Own heart, he loves domination, but hates T3 NE 
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5" Eg” Tor this is right.” '—To' ſervants, « o 5 OM Loh to 
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2 word; practically trample on it's precepts, without ſhame FT 905 


1 4 tion. To bridle this domineering man of fin, the ſupreme 55 
8 5 Lawgiver ſays to children, . Obey your parents Win 
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5 | mit yourſelves 3 for they watch for. four ſouls, as — 
We that muſt give account,” — And to the inhabitants of a.. 


DTS - 


| h all fe; 1 bot 10 to 8 RES: nd 
[noo ig but allo to the froward. To Ares memb 


| 5 y them that have the rule over you, and fi 


kingdom or common wealth, · Submit yourſelves to evefy 
ordinance of man, for the Lord's lake „ whether it be o 
mite king as ſupreme, Se. 

axe may ſee, reader, from the tirte of: this little piece, 
4 
made. in favour of religion, for # ſolution of this queſ- 
tion, Is. it lawful to give tribute unto Cæſar, or not; but 
to a more ſure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do 


wall that ye take heed; as unto a light that ſhineth in a 


dark place. I am no enemy. to civil ſecurities given to 
religion, but am perſuaded, that a fuperſtitious regard 
to theſe, N ſeduced ſome ſerious people into antiſcrip⸗ 
tural notions. about obedience to civil rulers. The fol- 
lowing divine precepts, - underſtood in their plain and 
obvious meani 
judiced mind, that obedience, 1 in all things lawful, is due 

to cur preſent civil ralers. . * 

I. Matth. xxii. 21. Render therefore unto Cf 
& the things which are „Cælar s; and unto God, the 
ec things that are God's.” The argument from this pre- 
cept, Br obedience to our preſent civil rulers, is plain, 
If it was the duty of the church and nation of the Joon! 


to pay tribute to Czſar, the heathen Roman emperor, a a 


- wicked idolater, furely it can never be our fin to pax 
tribute to Chriſtian rulers. Judea was now become 4 

province of the Roman empire, being conquered by force 
of arms; and if Chriſt commanded the Jews to pay tri- 
bate to their conquerors, ought not we to pay tribute to 
thoſe whd rule over us by our own voluntary conſent? 


To evade the force of the argument contained in this 


precept, ſome telt us, That Chriſt, gave an anſwer which 
left Cæſar's claim unreſolved; that he neither expreſly 
Hays it is lawful or unlawful to pay it. Teſtimony of 
the reformed preſbytery, page 149. This, not. to all} 
It worle, is a very unadriſed 9 ; 2 if Calu's ©: 
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you are not to be directed to acts of parlament, 


will reach conviction to every unpre- 
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"Fer, 
Gum ee then God's cli e e 
The arguments to ſupport this modern expoſition; arg? = 
by no means concluſive; » like 1 of Sodom 
they: may.pleaſe. the eye, hut When Randhed, indulder 
into duſt. The authors ee. bow gas wee, = 
| following" hin; ov of in. its ed G4 eins N Y 1 5 5 1 7 
| . 1. That the (queſtion was " captions. =" No) doubts he Wi 
| queſtion: aſked at Chriſt was:captious4- 'for-it was: alleed;? 
as the evangeliſt tells us, That „ they might take hold 
« of his words, that ſo they might — intotthe» | 
power and authority of the governor.. But it will neven 
follow from the baſe deſign of this queſtion, that. Ebriſtt 
declined to tell the 8 in à matter of ſin und. —— 
We. find Chriſt, on another occaſion; boldly ſendiug a 
meſſage to Herod, and calling him a fox, 3 So tell that 
_ wo Se.” And, can w- think, that, on this occa - 
ſion, he was more afraid of Cæſar, than his underling ? : 
It is equal with him, -who/ is armed wind omen * 
and whoſe “ K ruleth | ; IL 
roaring lion, and appel the ers 
this, none of his enemies could hurt him, kill his m 8 
ſnould come. The fear of man, is often a ſnare tu the bs 7 
te N cowardiy fink f'men ; but it could be no ſnare to the 1 5 5 
dre, Son of God. Let it never be inſinuate among Chriſtian s, 
chat the reat God, our Saviour, durſt not telthe-trath! 
N through Tear of a man that ſhall any eee er the OO 
„man who ſhall be made as graſs. eee ee 
2. It is alledged, That infinite Dito Rar; — 
ne 2 foiving ſuch an anſwer, as declared their wiſdom to de 
ce but folly, and at once diſappointed all their malicious” 
/ tri- hopes. It. is granted, that infinite wiſdom: ſhotie forth, 
Lin all that Chriſt did, aud ſaid, and in this anßwer too; 
„ but it follows not frony: the wiſdom of. this anfwer, tha: 
hi. Cæſar's claim was unreſolved :- nay, if it left his dam 
. areſolved, it was ſo far from having infinite wiſdem in 
;, that it had neither the wiſdom of the ſerpent, nor the 
WY ranocence of the dove. Though the queſtion aſked. wet 
FChriſt; was intended to enfaarechinin his wards," yer? _ 
tg eſpected fin and duty, which was a clear calls to gow?” 
Peciſive e e e was l K 0 
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. from Cæſar his due, or to break that pre- 
dept of the divine law, which ſays, „Render therefore 
44 to all their dues : Tribute to whom tribute is due, 
4 cuſtom to whom cuſtom. If it was unlawful to give 
tribute nts. Cæſar, then Chriſt left the Jews at liberty, 


to lice ima breach of the divine late ; for, at this time, 
they did pay tribute to Cæſar, as their whole: nation had 
done to their Roman emperors, for many years paſt. 

"Therefore, if Chriſt left Czſar's. claim unreſolved, his 
anſwer was far more inſnaring than the queſtion aſked: 
at him. The queſtion / aſked, was calculated to bring 

- Chriſt ioto the — — power of the Roman governor;/ 
tze anſwer ee was calculated to bring the Jews into 


5 e puniſhing power. 
as they pleaſed; i in a 


t Jehovah, while it att them tot act 


thnrefiey aid got; "RR ada, for | 
9 ov9 err as rendering evil for evil, a ſin; which: 


| | te elf hath expreſly forbidden: And 'beſitles this, 


it repreſents the infinitely wiſe Lawgiver as 8 4 


precept to the church, Which is altogether uſeleſs; an 
expreſs command, in which no ſin is forbidden, and yrs 
duty injoined. They muſt be eagle-eyed expoſitors in- 
deed, who ſee wiſdom, and infinite wiſdom, in a precept 
of this ſort. Were you to tell a Deiſt, that when Chriſt 


ſays, Render therefore unto Cæſar, the things which 


are Cæſars,“ he neither enjoins a duty, nor forbids a ſin, [| 
might he not reply, That the moral ſayings of the ſeven. 


wiſe men of Greece, or the dark reſponſes of a heathen! 


oracle, are preferable to this precept of the Chriſtian 


religion ?—Alas! that Chriſtians ſhould give ſuch occaſion 


to the enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme. It is often ſeen, 
that other people, beſides: Papiſts, - know how to make 
0 the. word of God, a noſe of wax, and even to allow it 


9 when a ap evident frown * 


F * 
II. 5 75 * 


oy E 
Ceſar, - ar ublawful: "> 11 it. Ae BN NT e e : 
to the new interpretation, Chriſt left the Jews at liberty” 


Natter of fin and duty. The Jews) 
rendered evil to Chriſt, by ſeeking to enſnare him in his 
words ; and, according to their expoſition, Chriſt renders: 
<< ofa 0 notes BY: enge to en them in thels: 


to ſhrivel it up. . 
re either add to his and; or - diminiſh: fro; hem; 2 
e, ſurely, to alledge that they have no Paſs at all, is to 
de diminiſh 28 them. Debaſing a text; is as bad as n-. 
y, pungi I would as ſoon ſtrike out the ſound 5 be Z 
eg ſenſe, Ls deny the letter as e 15 (wy be nh "yy 
ad: N verſe in the Bible . . 
ſt; 3. To ſupport 'theic 2 heals: or rath 0 0 „ 
his: of this precept, they tell us, That Ceſar was a proud, 
ed aſpiring, idolatrous, and bloody uſurper, Having 780 Nt 
ug other right tothe moſt part of his doininions, than the 155 
Lord's providential diſpoſal, which ſometimes makes the 
ito: © tabernacles of robbers to proſper; into Whoſe hands, 
act Cod bringeth abundantly. Suppoſe this Czfar to he an 
ws; uſurper (which ſome have denied) as a well as a proud,” | 
his idolatrous, and bloody man; it follows: not from hence, 
ers: that Chriſt commanded not the Jews: to pay rribas-to/ | : 5 
dein him. Nebuchadnezzar, the famed king of Babyle * „ 
I poſſeſſed his dominions, by the Lord's providearial di- 
for I poſal, as well as Cæſar; he was an idolater as Well as 
ich Cæſar, and nothing behind him in pride: Js not 
is, | © this great Babylon that I have built for the ho 1 | 
ig af] © of the kingdom, by the might of in) power; aud r | 
an © the honour of my Majeſty: 25 And as to cruelty, none 
1 no could exceed him, He flew their young men with the 
s in- © ſword; in the houſe of their ſanctuary, and had no 
cept I compaſſion upon young man, nor maiden, old man, 
hriſt or him that ſtooped for age,” 2 Chron. xxxvi. 1 
hich} Now, God expreſly commanded Iſrael, to be ſubject to 
fin; this wicked monſter, © Bring your necks under the } - 
even} © yoke of the king of Babyton, and ſerve him and his 5 5 : 
then © people, and live,” Jer. xxvii. 12. Ia oppoſition to 
iſtian this command, many of them went into Egypt, and died 
aſion there, , by the ſword, by the famine, and by the _ 
ſeen, | lence, Jeremiah A. 1 17.— The wickedneſs of Cafar 
make then, doth by no means prove, that Chriſt did not com- 
ow it | mand the Jews to give tribute unto him. The Lords 
in its n * made nnn of Nebnehads" | if 
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1 bollious peop — Ceefar ar the robber. And why ſhould: 
., -  not'the people of God be ſubject to robbers, in all things 


5 1. 1412 'S © 4 >, 


— for! qheit Fins, | 
robber, gave the e re. | 6 


lawful. at'God's bidding? He who ſaid, 4 Berve-the. £ FF, 


47 1 — could not conſent to C:eſar's authority, but in ex- If th 
lets contradiftion/ to- many plain and poſitive ſcripture! I Chr 
© _ precepts,” enjoining them to chuſe one of their-own na- 


> . 
- 8 
7 j 


a a conquered nation, and it was not in their popes: to have” 


e Fig of Babylon,” 0 alſo, Render unto Cæſar, « C 
d «the things which are Czſar's.” And when God, as | 


I 7 a juſt puniſhment of their ſins, | makes ſtrangers. to rule 8 
© over thew, ought they not to ſay, 4 We will bear the I the 
. ieee e ee Fart becauſe wie e aned a- amo 


- 
= 


ks To fappor thely aw ahh 1 e "That ar Cf 


tion and religion to be thetr king. This is a moſt un- —Y 
48 aſſertion; for, if it is true, it is true alſo, that 5 1 
f Cod commanded Iſrael expreſly to conttadict his own law. b 


hen he commanded them to bring their necks under the: Win 


ole of the king of Babylon. God gave Iſrael precepts 
enjoining them to ſet one of 855 brethren over them; and, . 
as far as Fknow, they obſerved theſe precepts exactly in . 
the letter of them. They would have contradicted theſe Chri 
precepts, if they had choſen one of another nation and 
religion to be their king; but it was no contradiction to 


* theſe precepts, to obey heathen kings, in all things lau- I . 
ful, when, as a juſt puniſhment of their has, they became diree 


a king of their own nation and religion. 

5. We are told, That it is violence done to the text, ; 
- (as alſo oppoſite to the ſentiments of ſome eminent divines 
on the place) to ſay, that it contains/a command to WA 
tribute to Cæſar.— To fay, that this text leaves Cæſars 
claim unreſolved, that Chriſt neither fays it is lawful or 
unlawful to pay tribute to him, is to deprive the text of | 
| ſenſe altogether, which is far greater violence done it, | 
than to ſay, that it contains a command to pay tribute to 0 th 
Cæſar. And, the reformed preſbyters excepted, we know allen 
50 eminent divines, nor e who * tha t : 


; a= 


in 2 | Words, | who ſtrip it of any: meaning, and td. 
reckon it a mere Cypheriin the volume of inſpirations... :.; Y 
6. We are told, That the Jews did not underſtand © 


this text, as 4 command to; pay tribmte to Cæſar, as would 


appear from Luke xxill, 2.“ We found this fellow per- 
« verting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to 


15 Celar? We formerly heard of ſome eminent diviness' - - F 
here we haye eminent divines with 4. witneſs, doctors of 


Satan's dubbing ! Are the falſe witneſſes, the accuſcrs,- 
the perverters of the words of the Lord of glory, 8 
among the prophets! Be it ſo, that theſe wretches did 


not underſtand this text, as a command to pay tribute to [ 


Cæſar, it will not follow, that it was not a command... 
If they had any reſpect to this text, when they e 
Chriſt, they underftood it as a prohibition; and their 
commentary on it, is plainly. 1 that Chriſt forbade ta 
give tribute to Cæſar, when he fad, * Render therefore | 


« unto Cæſar, the things which are Czſar's.” Will 


the reformed. preſbytery ſubſcribe this commentary? _ 
Will they lay, char the malicious Jews ſpake the truth, 
when they ſaid, We found this fellow perverting the 
c nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Cæſar? I 


Iwey will not, then let them extrude the accuſers of 


Chr it, from the dumber LE their. orthodox. a 
mentators. . : | 

7. We are wid, That 1 5 is bot . only inftagces 
where our Lord, in infioite wiſdom, declined to give 
direct anſwers to the enſnaring queſtions of his malicious 


* \ 


imony, page 150. Jo this it. W 


to the enſnaring queſtions, of his enemies, he never gave 


En enſnaring anſwer, au anſwer which left them to the. - 


freedom of their on will, in a matter of ſin and 1 


End ſuch an anſwer was that to the queſtion about tri- 
Pute, in the reformed ſenſe of it. But, granting that 
Pur Lord ſometimes did decline, to give irect anſwera 


o the enſaaring queſtions of his enemies, it will never 
allow Kenn Vence, by day gal ales of Gegen that 


2 


* 


enemies. John vii. eee Matth. xxi. 23,28; John 
- viii. 19, 20, 21. Te | 
be ſufficient to reply, That whatever aofwers Chriſt gave 
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I, . * May, we find him giving a mo! plain -and determinate 
* 1 9 e ; S 3 ; 4 T: 8 * 2 rr BG IE ” ; hi t about N ibut 
| -»- - anſwer to as captious a queſfion, as that about tribute 
could be, When Pilate aſked him, “ Art thou the king 


. IH 
: 4 YL 
4 wi 


J « 5 


F el the Jews?—Jeſus anſwering, ſaid; unte him, 'Thon 
„ fſapeſt it,” Mark xv. 2.— And when the Scribes and 
Plhariſees aſked bim, . Art thou then the Son of God? 


- 
# 
” 


Andi he ſaid unto them, Ye ſay that Tam.” And 
_ they ſaid, What need we any further witneſs ?- for ue 
dc -Qurſelves have heard of his own mouth.” Therefore, 
Pee take our Lord's anſwer, to the queſtion about tri- 
baute, for à plain and poſitive anſwer, and affirm, That 
tt;is is vot the only inſtance, where he, in infinite wiſdom, ſaid 
| _ cave direct anſwers to the enſbaring queſtions of his ma- wh 
| ; 4 PTT... ß / et 

4s to the inſtances alledged, for ſupporting the inde- FF nate 
4 terminate iſenſe of the anſwer to the queſtion about. tri. * 
i bdute; it is evident, that in theſe inſtances, our Lord cf | 

| 


gave no dubious anſwers to the enſnaring queltiops of ,,,, 
his enemies, in matters of ſin and duty, and therefore ,,;, 
will never prove, that he gave a dubious. anſwer to the hin, 
aueſtion about tribute. When the Scribes and Phariſees 1. 
| ; brought unto him the woman taken in adultery, and ſaid .thef 
unto him, © Moſes in the law commanded us, that ſuch 
e ſhould be ſtoned ; but what ſayeſt thou? He did 


— 


not fay, You may keep, or break the law of Moſes, in 

this matter, as you pleaſe. He did not condemn the 

' woman taken in adultery, becauſe this was not his buſi⸗ 

neſs, his kingdom not being of this world. But, as the 

great Miniſter of the New Teſtament, he convinced his 

adverſaries of ſin; but gave them no dubious, no enfnars 

ing anſwers, in matters of fin and duty. And there i 

as little in the other two inſtances, às in this, to ſuppo t 

the doubtful ſenſe of the anſwer to the-queſtion aboul 

tribute. When the chief prieſts and elders aſked Chrilly 

* By what authority doſt thou theſe things? And wha 

„ gave thee this authority?“ And when they would 

not anſwer the queſtion, which Chriſt aſked them aboulf. 
the baptiſm of John, he anſwered, not doubtfully, bo | 

| plainly; * Neither tell I. you by what authority I ogy, 
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| Nor dad Obrift, by genie tis hopes theihiaj 
leave them in the dark about his authority, 


on Sonſhip and miſſion; for he had plainly told Ange . 


a they occaſions, t 


d! our of the world. John vi. 27. 


at he was the Ben of God, and Sari- 


a0 ieh the den of man ſhall give into you 3 for him beth God thy, 


de Father ſealed. Ver. 5 1. Tam the living bread which came down £ 9 
re, ¶ from bear en: if any man eat of this bread, he bu he 3 5 


5 . 
DT 
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tri. ever. John x. 36. Say ye of him, vubom the Father bath fants 
hat fed, and ſent into the world,” Thu blaſphameſt ? cafe 1 
m, /aid, IJ am the Son gf God. And though the as,” 


ma: which Chriſt gave to the captious queſtions of the: high 


prieſt, were not direct, yet there i is nothing in 


de: nate or dubious in them. 3 172 15 „ 


tri. When the high prieſt aſked Jefus of his cpi end 


ord of his doctrine, Jeſus anſwered him, 7 Jpake openly ta the 1 


s world; Teuer taught in the ſynagogue, and in the temple, 


ſees Love ſaid unto them ; behold, they know auhut 1faid. Now, th 
theſe are not dect, yet they are plain anſwers. There 
** is nothing dark, or doubefal,; or indeterminate in them, 


can never prove, that Chriſt neither enjoined a duty, nor 
bet forbade a ſin, when he ſaid, Render aber fen. unto waned 1 
bult- things aich are Caſar * e 
But after all the pains the Reformed Preſb tery hs 
Ibeen at, to prove that this text hath no meaning, That 
IJChriſt neither expreſly ſays it is lawful or unlawful to 
Jpay tribute to Cæſar; that it contains no command to 
pay tribute to Cæſar, they themſelves have given it a very 
odd ſenſe. P. 150. of their teſtimony they ſay, . So, that 
; Mat looking unto the divine law, which determines every 
one's due, according to their juſt character, and of 
b which they (the Jews}. could not be ignorant, they ' 
e might ſee; that he [Czfar} had a juſt title to ail that 


A 


= whether the Fes always reſort, and in ſecret haus 1 ſaid . by, 
the thing, why aſke}t thou me! aſkithem which heard me, nuhat T 


no matter of ſin or duty left unreſolved; and therefore 
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1 was due to an uſurper, idolater, and murderer.“ „Der, | 
rl ry ORE e 60s tes: 7 = 


* 


. 1 


3 by hg. ne Ver 
„æſur, 1 EW it Socklin“ 3 Sahm * 
4, = leaſt ax; tene hill Carb. According to thein the = 
18 ſenſe ol this text: is, Render therefore unto Cæſar a halt. hy 


25 1 charge things that he knew not. 


| four civil government, in all things lawful, in Rom. xiii. 1 


Empire, Satan ſowed the tares of diſloyalty to civil rub the 


mentators have obſerved, in this and the ſix following 
verſes, is to curb an Wr ſpirit of rebellion, which wal 24 


| ae the whole world. Commentators have ob 


er and a gallows; Which is a forbidding to give tribute to ch 


Lear with a witneſs. Did the Reformed Preſbytery ch 
know, that they had born falſe wirneſs againſt Chriſt, . 


when this falſe inter pretation dropt from their pen? Did 0 


they know, that they had been treading in the ſame aft 


path with the accuſers of the Lord, of glory; if the re. ch. 
formed ſenſe of this text is true, the ſenſe which the 
accuſers of Chriſt put upon it, is true alſo, Ve Found thi f 

5 aid the accuſers of Chriſt, perverting the nation, and 1 


5 forbidding ding to give. tribute 10 Cæſar. And we found bim, 2 
| ſays the reformed Preſbytery, or at leaſt inſinuating, that I ge. 
its law ful to kill Cæſar. This laſt commentary is a vir- ; 
tual approbation of the firſt; or that the Jews ſpake true . 
hen they faid, that Chriſt forbade to give tribute to , 
Cæſar; for if he taught that it was lawful to kill Cæſar . 

he forbade to give tribute to him with a witneſs. . Alas!ſ 
that Chriſtian commentators: ſhould be found among the __ 


falſe witneſſes, who roſe up againſt Chriſt ; ani . to By 


II. We have a clear warrant for ſubjeRtion to the pre 


Let every: ſoul be e unto the higher powers + for there is m 55 
| power but of God, &c. Sir, ſaid the ſer vants of the houſehold- file 
er, didſt nat thou | or good ſeed in thy field ? from whence then : 5 
| hath it tares? The houſholder ſaid unto them, An enemy hall * : 
done this, When the apoſtles of Chriſt ſowed the good w= 
ſeed of the word in the famous Metropolis of the Roman f 95 


ers, which ſprung up almoſt as early, as the preciou Ro 
ſeed. Therefore, the deſign of the apoſtle, as all com 


lifting up its head in a church, whoſe faith was ſpoken A0 


ſerved alſo, that the apoſtle here is exhorting the Chri 


tians at Rome, to be ſubject to the Roman Emperor, an} . 
other er rulers. N if the Holy Ghoſt com 
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5 A ad the Chritians a a 


60 S nh 
| W * FEY | | F TEE 
tiles, to be fabj ect to 1 n iſtrates, * and this. 


51 under the pain of damnation, oght not We to be fabjec ; 25 
urn te magiſtrates who are profeſſed, and os doubt many en 


e them true Chriſtians ? "This is To: plalg, that one "oF 

"TT thiok a man in his oe! ak 351" cot deny it... © This | | 

Did precept, is none of Paul's ſayings, in which are ſome 
things hard to be underſtood, but it is a plain precept, a 


"mY all precepts generally are. The meaning of it is fo plain, 
2 that he Who runs may read it. But plain as this  precept 
Fe: is, a late expoſitor hath rendered it truly myſterious, Dy 
pr giving it a new, and ſtrange gloſs. He poſitively, denies, - | 
chat the apoſtle is here exhorting the Chriſtians at Rome 
me. to be ſuhject to the heathen Emperor, and governors un | 
t 1 der him. He tells us, 9 That when, the apoſtle. fays, 

vill «© There is no power but of God; the powers, That be are 24 
775 ee dained of God : he certainly means, either the office 0 


ce 
an . w in LN it's l with e 1 in the 2 55 1 


be Far 7055 he Nee We Let every _ rag | 
800 je to the bigir powers. Now, if by the. powver, and the 
_ powers rhar be, are meant magiſtra 4 in the abſtract, then 
4 u the apoſtle muſt be enjoining an 4 of ſubjectiog on hed 
tou Romans neither 6 5200 God nor man, but toward i 1 
= tracy in the abſtract. And ſo the apoltle's exhortation N 3 
Way here, add the motives to enforce its might be Paphos. i 3 
ed thus, Let eyery one of you chriſtians in the chufeh Rs” 
* Rome, be ſubject to magiſtracy in the abſtract; for 2. be = 


hs gras in the abſtraR i is ore ained of Hog. We 
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; of magiſtracy in al it's different branches in the abſtract. 


As this ſenſe is abſyrd in the higheſt degree, and a ma- 

; nifeſt diſgrace to a maſter in Iſrael ; ſo the other ſenſe is 
utterliy falſe, viz. . That the apoſtle means' the office of 
magiſtracy filled with virtuous rulers, for there were na 
ſuch rulers in Paul's day, nor for three hundred years af- 


45 ter it. That the apoſtle means the then heathen xulers 


is unqueſtionably evident from his own. words, The por. 


ers that be. Had he meant virtuous rulers, he would 
certainly have ſaid, the powers that will be three hun- 
dred years hence, If Paul is not here exhorting the 


chriſtians at Rome to be ſubject to the civil powers which 


| then were, his exhortation, and motives to enforce it, could 
e of as little uſe to them, and to the churches of Chriſt 
four hundreds of years after them, as threſhin 5 the water, 
8 beating the air, No man can tell for wh 

poſtle ſays to the church of Rome, Let every foul of you 


17 15 ſubjeci to the higher ; powwers, if it was not to direct them, 


how to behave. towards the civil rulers, which then welt 
\. Theſe words, The powers that bez are to the reformed 
Preſpytery as a ſerpent by the way, an adder in the path; 


that biteth the horſes heels, ſo that his rider ſhall fall 
| backward. Being conſcious, that this ſerpent will bite 


10 1 | enchantment, las 5 have 1 avoided 0 


3.50 4 


PERO Wien are a 9 to wes om ofa the Spit o of 


5 inſpiration. To fay, that by the powers that be is meant ma- 
giltracy 1 in the abſtraQ, is to make the Holy Ghoſt aſſert 
abſurdity. To ſay that virtuous rulers are meant, is to 


K make the Spirit of God maintain, that the then rulers 
were virtuous, which is a notorious falſehood. To hear 


the mother of harlots, and. her deluded. followers, who 
"are aa with the wine of her foruication torturing the 


| 
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acy in the abſtract is 4 revenger. Therefore pay tri- 
ite, render dues, cuſtom, fear, honour, to the office 


end the a- 


Iion to them; and if it was the duty of chriſtians in the ae 


pray for one of the beſt proteflant princes in the world. But 


Seer a [aompelingn 18 . doctrines = 
of eng is no wonder at all, Becauſe they received not the. 1 
ho of #6 the truth; that the might, be aue: And for a” 1 5 1 | 
cauſe G God fog fend them flrong delufrons, that they ſbould be-, i 
eve a tie. | But to find the higheſt 'pretenders among 
preſbyteriahs' to orthoduxy and refor mation, Ne { 
perverting one of the plalneſt paſſages in the book 12 | 
God, is not only matter of wonder, but likewiſe of la- 
mentations, of mourning, and wo. „Hard lot, fays one, 
« of the ſcriptures of truth! And preſumptuous boldneſs ä 
« in man ] to proſtitute the ſacred oracles of the eternal 
« God, to ſupport g. whim hey tale it into bo 
bs heads, to propogate.” F 
III. We have a warrant for fabjetion to the preſent F 
civil government, in all things lawful, in Paul's firſt e. 
piſtle to Timothy, chap. "i. 1, 2. Here he exhorts W 
or kings, and for all that are in authority, that wwe may lead — 
a quiet and peacable life in all godlineſs and honefty. «By kings, 
and all that are in authority here, can be meant no other 
civil rulers but the heathen Roman Emperors and their de- 
ties ; for none but theſe were in Paul's day, as we have 
already ſeen. Praying for mapiſtrates is an act of uber- 


CY 


poſtolic age, to pray for pagan princes, it is evident, be-" 
yond all reafonable contradiftion, that it is our duty to 


. 


we find the obvious meaning of this paſſage turned out of 2 


doors, by a member of the Reformed Preſbytery, and 4 


ery odd ſenſe put in its room. Mr. Thorburn, in bis 
Vindiciæ Magiſtratus, P. 205. tells us, that When Pay 7 
:xhorts to pray for kings, and for all that are in authority, 


he enjoined and recommended' to pray for, and wiſh well l 
o Gods ordinance, or lawful authority. This comment 5 


exactly of a piece with Mr. M*Millan's gloſs on the pows , _ 

rs that be, by which, ſays he, the apoſtle certainly meang 
agiftracy in the abſftra#. He had a ſhadow of reaſon fos '  - By 
his gloſs, abſurd as it is ; for Paul uſes the abiraf for = 


The concrete, or the word powers for penſont in power. BY 1 | 


r. Thorburn has not the ſmalleſt ſhadow of reaſon for „ 
is comment; for the _ ry that eggs be ! -- mt 
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i erdinance, and lawful authority, in an abſtract view; or, 

as having no reſpect to civil 3 

the meaning of the apoſtle, according to him, is, That 

- + * the Chriſtians in Paul's day ſhould pray for God's ordi, 
. _ Nance. of magiſtracy in the aha, and for lawful autho- 
rity in the abract. Is there not reaſon to ſay here, The 


propbet is a fool, the ſpiritual man is mad Strange Las 
tlie ordinance of magiſtracy. i in the abſtract, any need of 
ſupplication and prayers? Can magiſtracy, in the abſtrag 
be a mean of living a quiet and peacable life in all god- 


loeſs and honeſty ?—Paul-exhorts to.pray for all that arg 


in authority; but how abſurd would it be to ſay, the or; 
dinance of magijtracy in the abſtract, is in authority, or that 
- lawful authority is in "authority? -—ls not a commentary of 
this ſort adapted to confirm Deiſts in their belief, that 
the Old and New, ee is a e of paplenle; $: A 
« « ennningly deviſed fable? 

The whole word of God i is of uſe to direct us in pray: 
er; and the paſſage before us, muſt not be excluded from 
deing a part of our direction. Now, if Mr Thorburn and bis 
brethren believe his gloſs, on this paſſage, to be the mind 
of the Holy Ghoſt in it, they ought to pra) in pul blick, 


in the words of the apoſtle, for kings and all that are in 


authority; that we may lead a quiet and peacable life in 
all godlineſs and honeſty. ... And if their people be offend- 
ed at them, for uſing the words of the Holy Ghoſt in 

rayer, they may inform them, once for all, That 
by kings and all that are in authority, they do not mean 

king e. the Third, nor-governors that are {ent by 
him, but they are praying for, and wiſhing well to the or- 
dinance of magiſtracy. If Mr. Thorburn's comment is 
Juſt, that by kings the apoſtle means magiſtracy in the ab- 
tract, then by all men in the preceding clauſe, he muſt 
not mean men, but manhood, or human nature in the ab- 
ſtract. And the primitive Chriſtians were not directed 
0 pray and give thanks for their fellow-men, but for bu- 


2 


made fo Moline: . viz- cc lings, a > LR a] 
55 ol and not for. God's ord 
ty, as he ſays. 


sin Paul's day. . Ando, 


* 


* — 
BY #5: 


man nature f in OR abſiragt. = tv ſort of ctbankſpivia 

Whether can he mean thankſgiving for human nature 1 
primeval innocence, under reigning depravity, regenerated 
or glorified? Beſides, how could ſuch a prayer, as Mr. 
Thorburnmentions, have promoted their prace? They wert 


certainly to pray in ſuch 4 manner as that theſe WhO heard 
them might underſtand them; that they did not pray 8 
ceitful 


the then preſent rulers, otherwiſe they were but 
jugglers. And can Mr. Thorburn, or any man living, tell 


how a prayer for magiſtracy in the abſttact could promote 
their peace, when they could not pray for the then ruls 


ers? Both Mr: McMillan, and Mr Thorburn make the 


apoſtle to deliver a truly enſuaring precept to the primi- 
tive Chriſtians. When the apoſtle enjoins them-to bs 
ſubject to the Higher powers ;—and to render to every one 
their due, could ever theſe Chriſtians imagine, that by 


every one the apoſtle meant magiftracy in the ahſtractꝰ As 


lutle could they imagine, that he meant rulers who ſhould 
live three hundred years after. And when the apoſtle 


exhorts them to pray for all men, for kings and all is 
authority, could they ever imagine, that by all men, he 
kings, and theſe in 
aurbority, authority :t/elf, While he gives them not the re- 
moteſt hint of it? To give them ſuch plain and explicit 
directions, and never once in all his epiſtles gives them 
the leaſt hint, that they were not to pay tribute unto, nor 
to pray for the civil rulers; if this is not to make the a- 
poſtle, or rather the Spirit of God, lay a trap for, aud 


meant all their fellow. men; but by 


give a moſt enſnaring precept to theſe Chriſtians, I know 


not what can be ſo. I know not how men can venture 
to publiſh ſuch-nonſenſe. They certainly know, that the 


unprejudiced will ſee their abſurdites; and that their bi- 


gotted followers will ſwallow any thing. If any man can 
{ſwallow the ſenſe, which the reformed Preſbytery hath 

given of the 13th of the Romans, and other ſimilar texts, 
he will never r train at a a goat, for be! i a to D a L 


camel. 
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TH A: the church o 8 Chril,- in all oor 1 
1 of the world, wherever God appointed the bound an 
of her, Habjtation, was Aut ject, rv "higher: ern, 
ia truth ſo plainly. rhvenled- in the Volome * God) the 
Book, that he grow ee J it.—The kings of E 
85 Pere groſs idolaters, Worſhippers 8 bulls, rivers 29! 
onions, & c and yet the church ot God was: ſubject tu pre 
them for 8 Know ofa forey,. laid the kia 
"© 3 ihet it ant 6 ee, ber: Fakes: and i all. u 
them four — yea — XV. 13. nd they fell e $4 
a ſuhject ; yea, a;prime miniſter to Pharaoh, and et = a 
blemeleſs z: for the Sov ieign, who rules on high, made f 10 
him bord of Pharaoh's: houſe, and ruler over all his ſub $10 
ſtance; To bind his princes at his pleaſure ; and to teach his ſe ¶ buc 
 nators wiſdom Pal. cv. 25 22. Jacob, the beloved of the 
Lord, went down'to Egypt wich all his ſeed, well know- 
ing that he and they were to be the ſubjects of beathen 
rulers: and yet he was blameleſs; for the Lord ſaid un“ 
to him, Fear not to go dawn into Egypt; fer I will * 
male f thee a great nation. This noble Patriarch, thig rea 
prince, who Bad power with God, and prevailed, wats 
10 far from deſpiſing dominion, and ſpeaking evil ok dig the 
nities, that he bleſſed a pagan prince the 
After the reign of the judges, Ifrael had kings of their 

own nation and religion, and they were ſubject to the 
lawful authority of the very worſt of them. More of the 
kings of Judah wanted a competent meaſure of ſcripture 
qualifications than had them ; and not one of the kings 

ol Iſrael had any meaſure of theſe qualifications : at all. = ; 
roboam the fon of Nebat, their firſt king, was a ſinner be = by 
922 the Lord Ty yr and = his lvccellers wy _ 
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1 3 ever eiche. — 7 promos» I 
obeying ſuch princes in things lawful , No, indeed: _ 
frequently ſent 8 tant 8 
own idolatty, and other abaminat but With a 
„„ caſt off the law 
Wasach - prophets, . alles the ople of 
and Judah, were ſubject to the worſt af their Kings, « 
hjah girded up bis loins, and ran before Ahab, to 
entrance of Jezreel, 1 Kings uri. 4 6 
Was on Elijah, wh ab performed this. act o 
ſubjection to oi e:6f — And we dare 
not proſigne to. fay, ooo the - ſame hand was fiot.on) 8 
prophet Je remi: „ whe ha badge ITE: 
. * aſs me nat 2 turm t the 
. nathan the ſcribe, teſt I die there. 8 1 on; 
| ix hundred years revolved: — carrying 
way into Babylon unto Chriſt; and during that long pes 
riod, the Jews bad no king of their dwn nation and 
gion, but ware ſuhject to heathen princes, —— 28 
buchadnezzar, and Belſhazzar kings of derne 7 


well known what rept Daniel np 1 
then n at the court of 9 — t che firſt Perſian 4 3 4 
204 kings, and that other Jews under the ſucceeding ones held | 
the higheſt. poſts in the government. Ezra, who u 
this ready Teibainthe law of- \ Moſes; was ſent by A AXerX: . 
(Ys king of Perſia with a royal commiſſion 10 xeify, | 
die the church and ſtate of the Jeus.—Nehemiah, be 
vas the royal cup-bearer in the Perſian court, was im 
their powered by the ſame prince „ 
he Hof Jerufalem — Mordeca the Jem was frime miniſter 
the - „another Perſiau king, Elk. 9 5 Bs 
; — the declaration af wi ay Fo 8 
- oe whereunto the king advanced him, are they not writ- -- 
. den in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Medis 
e. End Perſia ? For Mordecai the Jew was - vext unto 
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N hedrim; — er Kit remain | ſubjet " the — 
1 2 INE Perfans, as long as that empire laſted:  / 


| x years, under the cond 10 1 Pl 5 yo 


ee rent mas ene of. e 152) © 
. apa en _ Juſt defence of 
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he der 2 thouſand a Jews, "and ſold as many po 


bester ie al i he ver of e MT a mo 
| > "It „Wben the great Tea 


r tribute to Cæſar. . MN 


Engi aud the reign. of Conſiantine the Great, the 
firſt Chriſtian Emperor; and during that period, the 7 


man emperors, and their. ſubjection was warranted 5 77 
the law of Chriſt; 1 


| "of man for the Lord's fake ; wwhether-it be to the k king tar fr "* 
| the ſpace of 300 years, they were chargeable with a fing] 
beqddience in things lawful; or Ong ſeditious prin. 


ue alſo, thi t che 3 2 off a whe of = 


This Antiochus 
"In three days tit ne 


nmanded the 
hip p of the dne God, and to 


pain of death. | - 
. the world, he found! the a of: — Sond ſubje& to 
the Roman heathen emperors; and was ſo far from 
diſapproving their ſodieclion, chat he commanded they: F. 


More than 300 years lng, between the un of Us 


New Teſtament church was ſubject to the he: 


et every foul be ſubjet ta the hight . 
rs, Rom. xiii. 1. Submit yourſebves to every ordinance by 


preme. 1 Pet ii. 13. Hiſtory gives no account, that 


act of diſobedience to theſe precepts, either 1 . 


_ Siples among their connexions. 
Surely theſe examples of the old aud ii 
church, are recorded to direct us, how to behave to warde 
the powers that be, when God, in his adorable provi 
ae gives — — over us: — e 


faith, Their ſenſeleſs” expoſition of 255 ok. 1 2 
other plain precepts 'of 2 Binſlar nature, 1s. 


precepts 0 


hs hinkahs 110 oi | would draw ea vail over ſuch 


þe my us x e OR > NING ay he 
The approven examples of ae 9 te 15 | x. An 


ſuch art all thoſe abo e mentioned, are. as- Woch 3 ru! 


of our fut, ; s the | precepts of . moral law. ZI and 2275 5 | 


leavers of 


* 


1 the 1 | 11 8 


de 3 5 50 As us, to 9 the 3 juſl f 
8 10 ls meek and gentle, A lover 91 his ſub ts, | 
aod the wardian of their Test Zn dere. ©. f 4 noo} 
bs ſeRtions. © e 

Thicke roformett deen 


h it 5 


4 


token, that they have departed from the Fm doth re 
unto the ſaints,” iu theſe precepts, and are” following 
cunningly wy ed Jane. U e moſt, if not the wh ole, 
meaning is obvious to o Chicks of 
ties, to little children and babes, as. well 2s. 0 young - 
men and fathers.” Had: the reforme elbytery. miſtaken 


the meaning of ſome! dark ſayings un the writings of the 
| E and ape ſtles, or the import of fone — 


raped up in -metaphorical- language, chatity, w which 
a miſtake; 
but when they þ vert the plain ſenſe of the words' oft the 
the ki Ghoſt, the ey are Juſtly + to be blamedd as un ound ir 
5 7. at 3 = 

That i  refcpinias: „eee wing forth 


by the ge, faſt Cee of Chrif, mall paſt ge= | 


nerations. The old aud new-teſtament church, as we 
have ſcen, were ſubje&, for ages and gene tions, to 
far worſe princes than any of the Hanoverian'line, an 
yet were blameleſs. The faid Prelbytery. are not, _ 
ing in the Ache kan of N red prophets, aud "holy a- 
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25 bi ws ppt, 0 king 


7 8 We e | 


e Far ork j pri 125 an His I, 3 7 Aug pr 
ee for e this. day before thee. And to another f d 
\ _» heathen x Dy be fad, 1am not. mad, weft prog ; , 


>; 1 Trae), ang 4 1 1 98 8 TT , RoW Toit 8 
aud hearing a reformed Prelbyter. expreſling his 'ſenti- are 
ment about civil government, Would nder not ſay unte p01 
kim Mer, thus ſaying thou. fe roacheft us alſo, Hers Þ oy 
let me aſk a reforme; I Prelbytcr, Call now, if there: ' 
any that will anſwer thee; and to * e of the e. /aints wilt 
os turn; Nays. the reform | . are nok Walke Jof 
5 ing in the he fteps of the great Shepherd and Biſhop of our v 
' fouls, "Chri is Calle a ſervant of ee Ke Ii. * are 
4 hich yon Ra certainly importy | his ſubje ion to Aj 4 

oman heathen, rulers, in the days of his hum 
for then there were. ho other civil rulers, in che land ad. 
| Judea,. That adorable: perſon, by whom kings reigh 
and princes decree Jullice,, manifclted bimſelf to be oh 

ſervant of rulers, by paying zribute 0 Czar. a'hcathe 
print: When. the tax-gatherers at Capernaum aſks 
 Peter,, D not. your maſter pa 


7 tribute; e Peter, ( and 


„ Biſhop Hall,) AS One "well. acquainted Vieh the mind the 


«xc .and practice of his maſter, anſwered, > q 5 gk Thees hat 
Was no truer, pay-maſter o the king's dues than he that 
Was King of kings. Well did Peter Kick, [that he did Yi 
not bn! 7 9275 but preach tribute. When the Herodi- Ithe 
ans laid twigs for him, as ſuppoſing. that ſo great a pro- Aby 
phet would be all for the liberty and exemption of Gods ma 
| n people, he. choaks them wWilh their own coin, . the 
told them the ſtamp argued the right; Give inte Ce. 
the things that are Ceſar's. The tribute which Chrilt . rie 
was not, as ſome think, for the ſer vice of the temple, but fl 
-Acivil tribute, paid to the Roman civil rulers ; and there- 
fore Chriſt calls them kings... Of. uhom do the. kings of the 1 1 
+ garth take cuſtom, c 75 tribute ? Are the reformed ] reſbytery 
| "08 . if! th de el E the "PT Teen come from 


i 
he 
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N 15 . 2 V 


ſcbjeckes "to — 4 — one imer 8 in 9 Fun 
are truly Spal f for; in their ſeveral ſtations ehe) Mapper 
povertimnt as Huch, 5y paying tribute, as che f 
bel ſubje@s in ie baten. Tue refermed Pre 
are — AN HAAR that In their 8 | 
they do not te ing tribute for 
of poverfitnent,” Sia 0 5 ative, i fo 
voluntary } ay ng of Tg The loyal * ſudjects of the na n 
are berg s 16 bene & fs they pay bridal 
in a direkt and ahve,” in à free ang voluntary Ways. 

e refbrmed Prefbyrety, and their followers} 'arofaps - 
oſs inhocent; becauſe they bd tribute, 15 2 
bret and inaCtive, in an unf Tee a "ufivoluntary Wa b 
58 gtribpre, f is a werde ie e or to u E 
the words of the re TImed Preſbytery,” it is LEECH we 
ves for no other” purpole, but cl 
Others ' conſe ices. "If this diſtin 
hath R. mn the \ volume of Gee $:L 00 ne 
can be under any neceſſity to ſuffer perſecution 
cience lake; r, by an indirect payment of” | 
the worſt of princes,” and for the worſt of wir 
by an involuntary "obedience io heir molt” 
mands, We ea 800d co 
the rage of the enemy and Wenger 
If this Ae Are rick Node ines n Pepi 
Trries thay have Aff and 0 ealy way” or 8 
Fiſhment, fcnpr nt, or à cruel den: 
Mary fubj jection to the clas worſhi 51 
i arlot, aa ee prayers t6 ang Sand! the 

irgin, will preſerve them . Je; ceable p 0 
Pcir n Wencke Ac It | 
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for chirty days. The three children might haveeſcaped the 
der furnace, by.an involuntary. proſtration before Nebu · 
_ _ chadnerzar's golden image. Our noble army of e 8 
tte late perſecuting period in Scotland, might have fa, tr: 
cell their lives, and preſerved a good comſcience 600, .by In 
Ke LON Pp e the 'king, .as head of all cauſes, 
il and e +. Diſloyalty to the preſent. civil go- 
Ro J: i, with the reformed Preſbytery, à gien Þ .c 
—_ — > Jr as bot Pa but tFeir- ene wal ol Ml «rj 
=_ -.  - paying tribute 18 a dead fy in this box of precious oint- 
11 : 1 mou for 8 to be loyal beyond 2 une 
ot realo and religi ion. Were the preſent gore neat 


3 te Chriſtian reli . | 7755 Penny" Britain, the J. formed 
- Pribyteryeoulc eakily ſhelter themſelves A. m i, unde 
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ö b. , nekher 5 © 8 nor eke er. 7 _ Way 
onght to be per ormed with: the whole ar 


* olu ee e, . any. d at. 
5 po ow Se as this involuntary way of Fg chars is 
_ Mr, Thorburn, ia his FVingicie Mz Hratus, 2, 
pretends to ſupport it from, Rom. M. 19, and 20. K 
eee I would, 1 do nat; but. the evil Thich I a0 
. vt, (that I db. Neu, if Lahn that J u nf, it 36. na. 
I that do nt, b 79 4 that dvelleth in me. If theſe word 
are indeed a ju r for an io voluntary aß 
paying tribute, a true Chriſſin may ſteal, commit adul 
, ſwear fallly, and then tell the world, that he 
 blameleſs; 3 that it is no mote he chat doth it; but ſin th: 
dwelleth in him. And, that the evil which he Won 
not, that he did. Alas that. a teacher in Iſrael ſhoul 
- fo groſly pervert the words of the boly One. But if th 
Present civil rulers are x bo 6 Os in the judgment of keg! Re 
formed! reſbytery, that is a fin to pray for ben Y by t 


— Wah en 7 
adire Fe ares 1 


tranſgreſſors. Certain 
man ee hnning; - | 
1 0 Eee Reformed b Pref vter 


g out Scotland, were not fo \ well 1 nainted | with _ Lience * 
rmed phyſics lors, Mer 3 pay». 
dagger ing tribut e anc involuntary. way to a prince, 
who vas indeed a robber of Chriſt. They did not poll 

zoods with their own. hands, nor 
— hands Pans from their good neighbours, * 9 
ey were ſpoiled of their goods by the hands of I rob- 
— rente when taxes were FP 0, — 5 an 


un; 9 Teal n it a — yea, A mans mw . 
tion ; and an attempt to rf ber ir by ſeripture is no leſs. 1 
In the text uſed to ſupport * the apoſtle certainly 

means, that it was remaining depravity Which did that 
which he would not, and therefore Mr. Thorburn muſt 
mean, that it is indwelling ſin which makes the involun- 
tary payment of tribute. But the fatal difference is, the - 
apoſtle diſapproves of it in the ſtrongeſt mer, : bur. 
r. Thorburn approves, ot at leaſt excuſes. Unleſs. he 

J means, that the apoſtle approves, or axcuſes, it is no- 
thing to his pur poſe; and how impious the inſinuation.} 

4. That the reformed an are not going n 
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1 piſcopafy u ag _ . ber wg 
"King Charles the Firk, who £ uecee "yy ; 
* 254 — 


2 reer. 
+ TRE Als. A 


0 hicker thap his father's las, 4 * po: 
NOR ang xercileſs ryrant, 


1 dd required h. un a belt of "their zone en own his ſu⸗ 
W—  premacy e the church, ag well the 
Wu wh na e of this lind was wude, it wthew cus 


bey G od A ee mag. "hero e the reformed 


Continue their 2 wr yrs = were Bi 
now ſways over his ſubjects, a es h ge 180 a veg 
of iron; or till he demanded df 
loyalty,” an acknowledgm. ſupremacy in the 
hren, as well as in the Kate ke . FD . * 1 

That the reformed ae are wot 
Gel, omg to the benefit: done unto them. 
an ineftinn N 
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age re $0 it, if be 144 not ren Ne 
8 lee, — bee 4 


f 81 
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1 e bleſh ug 
wehe milk the heart of the king in h 


lupe pra 
mant for al men 


zealous reformer, e 
retend to be; and e ee pe 


Bra : priv] - 
of Iſrael Red ladders the heathen . Feige — 
ra vil. 2. Bleſſed be the, Ged.of wor n - who: hath put 


Such r this in the king's . Beurt, 


of the Tos 4 


{o give uf a reviving roy up the 5 fe of var Gab $4279". xo 
pair the defolations therecf, end to give u- await 2 A 
and in Jeruſalem; | The practice of this inspired reform: 5 3 
is worthy of. \mitetion,! even by à reformed:Prefbytery. || 
The example of this champion fer the kovſe.of his Sl 
is recorded for our Tonrnings: upon hem ie ends k 
the world are come. The peaceable poſſeſſion of Gar 1 
civil, aud religious privileges Lader the preſent goveru- 5 
ment is of God. "Praiſe: thy God, O Zion, for he aka 7 
peace in-thy + bordlers, "Phevefore 1 N wan -delpiſe „„ 
bleſſing, he is reproved, r rather -upbraid: by an in- py 4 
ſpired apoſtſe. Rom: it, 4. 1 ien, the-vicheo. of bis 
2 and forbearance, and long bg ani 5 f Inowing = A 
gn _ leadeth hee eee, $6 Ap j.. 5 1 
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1 e 3 ane 2 ts oben is very Nd ü 

0 kn te odey a king of a different , in. things 
| FHwful When it is not in their power to chooſe a king of 

tteir on religion, as was the caſe with” the primitive I 
. Chriſtians, during the firſt”: three centuries 3 and The Wl 
= Mt _ _ athe 35 the caſe with all Chriſtians in'Popiſh and Pagan I * 
bl, - countries at this day. The rule to ditect Chriſtians how Pl 
dio chooſe a king, and the rule to direct them how to be, 10 
8 we towards one choſen” by others,” are very different. 
= When they . the choice of a king, the en of 9 
80 d is, One Hum among thy brethren jþ It thou ſet king over I 
hes. Bot when" God appoints the bounds of thei habl. 1. 
Fi ratio in countries, where they cannot have a king "of = 
' 6wn religion, like Iſrael in the land of the Chalde- 
EE Bib or the firſt Chriſtians in the heathen Roman empire, 
1 chen the divine command i is, La every Jout be ubject to the 
| 1 bes ee ee if Gad, Rom. xiit. 1. Submit or feſt by 
"fo every y ordinance of man for the Lord's fake ; "whether it bet Fc, 

de bing, at ſupreme, 1 Peter ii, 13. But beſides all this, 

_ is 1. true, that the reſent Britiſh King i is not a brother, | 
or got of oyr religion He is a Proteflant by profeſſion; 80 
and his being ſo is an eſſential condition of government, B 

He is a Chriftian by profeſſion; and charity, which think- 

eib no evil, without ſufficient evidence,, will account him Wo 

N Chriſtian indeed. It is true, he is a profeſſed member of le 
the Epiſcopal church of England, which is a grievance to 

other Preſbyterians i in Scotland, as well as to theſe called 

' reformed; but his being a member of ſaid church doth 80 

not make him a king of a different religion from Preſby- 

terians, nor deſtroy his brotherhood to * as a "Prone, 0 

tant, . ee . 
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1 rection of civil government ? 88 


ee the uſurped authority of Abſalom, 


ſubjection to the. preſent civil government, in matters Wo 5 5 


2 doned the Convention of Eſtates, to place the crown « 


© beta 2. « 3 ſnd? . God in ſeripture te- 5 oy | 
ec FP: tion to. ſu Pers, ee and e 
« The 10 ral ſubjects: ot "King David would got ſuhmi 
ag Ala degrad- 
« ded his mother Maacha from bor Fr 1 N 5 = 
« cauſe, of her idolatry. Jerehel, nd - 
« Athaliah, the wile of Kin ug Jebor: 
« cauſe they were dolners a and murderers.” | 
A. IF Aa thouſand: IA. | S COULC . 75 9988 
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lawful... There. would'be ſtrength in the Objection, f 
King George the Third were zn uſurper, an.idolater, - 
and a murderer; But if any man ſhould affirm, that the. [2 
preſent Britiſh. Monarch is an 4 \blalom fot e 5 
and a ſon of Jezebel for idolatry. and n 5 | 

ſay of that man. 5 is hore, ft. for 

realoned gy, | 
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Yterian Over 9 in Scots _ e 
60 ta Ns FEA neither at, nor ſince the Revolution, 
« ackuowledge the preſent civil government, e 
Anſ. H we may believe biſtory, it is not faßt, that the 
true Presbyterian Covenanters in Scotland did nota 3 
knowledge the civil government as layful,. at the Revo» 
lution. - The author of the memoirs oft the Church F 
Scotland fays, page 301. To the eternal honour of the 7 ; 
4 wild, antimonarchical,. enthuſiaſtic, lupatic,. Cameto-.. 15 oy. 
e nians, (as they were then called), theſe Freſbyterians £ 
were the. firſt men in Scotland that addreſſed, or peti- 5 8 


4 * 3 - . J 7 2 1 * . 
f ** 3 8 2 
_ * * * 1 : * 1 

RA A . OY 1 1 1 * 4 . : 24 N * 5% 2 

* . "TAS. "io * hs 25 

4 ] > 0 f - K 6 a C - 4 

3 * * 2 - - 4 9 * 
- . * 122 . x * * 7 
E . ⁵ . ¾ ˙vʃ¹B% ˙ Ä , . WIS , , . bein rs Ot 
7 — —— * 1 —— 1b K e 5 7 — 


Scotland on the head of their deliverer King WII Ii u. 1 5 
But if the objection were never ſo true, it contains W 
argument at all 1 f. the lawfalneſs. i; the preſent « c- pe ng 


ul government, for, if no government mult be acknows,- - 


ledged as lawful,. till every male-content be pleaſed with, + 
it, no ſuch thing will be found in the world as a 9 Wes 
government. Muſt . obedience to government in things 
lawful be ſuſpended, till every blind, and ble „ 
zealot acknowledge it. as lawful? or, muſt a . + 1 


1 2 8 o 
* 
2 g \F 
6 7 : 4 
p 2 : 
& : * of 
4 ö 
bo 
N : — 9 4 
* To wh”, Fa 
2 6 * x 
* 0 I . 
5 : 
* ] \ 1 
* 4 
, 
: 


on > > Ok. * : 
A 4 * 5 ** 
: N * x bo =, £4 4 ; f * . # 
e 
1 3 : 17 1 py : L 4s : s 
J N 0 9. e * ” 4 be 85 
N : of 241 5 = 
* 8 N E 18 ; n 
5 3 * #. of ' v4 
„ The Who 1 
2 4 : . 1 
4% = 
% 
. * „ 4 


N 2 0 W — 1 1 5 
— — ＋ — as” 2 * —— <4 -» 
- - 5 TS — 9 


98 
2 


— — 


3 and teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt. Fray, What neceſſary 


nn 
8 hy 


22215 


. 


> 2 
/ 8 4 8 » * . 
A £1 3 by a = IJ 1 5 
4 1 ? 4 ö 0 . oy! 
e „ 
n * b .F 5 4 1 
E 5 . 5 | A > 
89 * 
* S 


Mr. 


| be s „ meet lered, 

will erpoſe the weakneſs and idfardity of its objetion. 

IT br That there are many evils in the bonſtitution is con-. 
feed; but that obedience in things lawful is an-appro- 

_* bation of thele evils, is denied; till it be proven by rhe 
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1 connexion Tv + dk between obedience in things lawful, * 


55 and an approbation of all, or any of the evils in the con- e. 
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litution ? Any man ma ſec, - without the aſſiſtance of 
metaphyſics, that theſc things are as different as light Nl « 
aid darkneſs, Would an inſpired prophet have exhorted 


| Vice had been an approbation of the evils of his conſtitu- 


4 

k 

Iffael, to ſerve the heathen king of Babylon, if their ſer- P 
h 

d 


tion? Wonld an infpired ' apoſtle have exhgrted the pri- 
mitixe Chriſtians, to be ſubject to the heathen Roman g 
emperors, if their ſübjection Jad been an approbation of c 
the evils" in their conftitution? Did the law of God al. o 
jop the faints of old, to make a diſtinction between obe · v 
 Mence in things lawful, and an approbation of the faults (| tt 
of a 50, and doth it now forbid: them to make I ri 
any ſuch diſtinction? (2.0 This objection plainly ſup- »: 
\ Poſes, that no ſubjection is due to civil or eccleſiaſtic rl. B 
ers, till their conſtitution be without faults; and thus er 
all human authority is caſhiered as ſinful, While the world fc 
Pe 

of 


ſtands; for, where ſhall we find a blameleſs conſtitution, 
hut in that high and holy place, where Jehovah Bath - 
His throne? Here we have an anti- government princi- 7 
ple with a witneſs ! And What is ſtilf worſe, this objec] 
tion militates againſt the. authority of the ſupreme law. ut 
giver, enjoining obedience to civil and eccleſiaſtic rulers ;Þ} fi 
for, according to it, we muſt not obey that divine pre- be 
cept, Let every foul be ſubjeft to the higher powers, becauleſ re 
there are faults in their conſtitution. And according td m 


1 | it, we muſt not obey that divine precept, Obey them Pe 
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ave, the rule over you, becauſe there are faults in their con ar 
inde If the principle,” contained in this objection b 
ed ee to 8 the whole worlly of ri 


* 


1 in of r Is nh God and mel. ? 
> | 2. There are goed as well as n conſhi- FR 0 
tution. It the-Coronation-oath, the kitg —_ Kae . 


jemnly promiſes at. his orcnnten aus rears, ee 
1 de will goverm the people of th this kitgae om-of England! 85 
« + the dates in parliament. 5 en, eee e e 
«© cuſtoms of the ſame; That he. wh, to the-utmoſt of 
1 his power, maintain the laws of God, the trueprofes 
ſion of the goſpel, and the Proteſtant religion eabnw. 
bs. ed by law.” By. an act Union, the king o England, 
at his ſueceffioh: 10 8 throne, - likewiſe takes, and. . . 
ſcribes an oath, to preſer ve the Proteſtant religion, and 
Preſbyterian chu „government in Scotland“ Some 
have obſerved, that in: this oath are expreſſed all the 
duties that a monarch can oe to his people 3 namely, to 
govert according to law; to execute judgment--in- mer- * SN 
cy; and to maintain the eſtabliſhec iefiionrAnoblig tion 
on the king by oath, to preſerve Epiſcopal * „go 
verument in England is, no doubt, 2 in the confti- | 
tution but that this evil renders it criminal in Preſbyte- 
rians to obey him in things lawful, never was, add ne- 
ver will be proven by the dictates of the Holy Ghoſt, 
But while: Preſbyterians teſtify agaiuſt this, and other 
Jerils, in the conſtitution, let them be: thankful to God 
for the good things in it. For e good* | 
ſerfect gift ir from above, a aa e an n 
of lights, with, 1 m 16 no E e 2 15 121 
nn . N Dn, 
To have a kg obliged bybuth.* to e 1688850 | 
vtmoſt of his power, the laws of God, the true profeſs © if 
fon of the goipel, and the Proteſtant. religion, would '-. | 
be eſteemed' an invaluable bleſſing from heaven by tile 
aſe} remnant of the woman's ſeed; which keep'the.command< $58 
ing ta ments of God, and/have, the teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt in 
Zhaty Popiſh countries, where the dragon is wroth with them, 
and makes War wich them, by the mercileſs inquiſition, 
jection by goals and fetters; by the ſtrangling cord aud burning os 3 | 
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_ ukiler the iron oke of Antichriſt, and puſ 


aks:as:a dragon.» But if any ſhould ſo far deſpiſe their 


wn mercies, as to ima, ne, That the evil. things 1 in the 

poll all the od things in it, and 
render them of no value, the rod of. reproof, and not 
reaſoning is their due. De thut requite the Lord, 0 
; iſe?. is not be thy father. that hath 
ed " theet, 


fooliſh people and un 
1 "_ 5 hath be dos _ mae, Ps 
00. 5 * To pray. th: 1 God' may . our. e 
* Grone, and the apparent heir of the crown 
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WE 
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2&7 74 that he may blaſt all the plots, or efforts of whatever 
| 5 enemies, open or ſecret, againſt the Proteſtant ſuc- 
<«cefſion to the throne, of theſe kingdoms, in the family 


„ of Hanover ;' that he may be gracious to the high 
<« courts of Parliament, in this and the neighbouring 


BN iſland, . and lead them to proper meaſures for. the ho- 
„ nour af: Ehriſt, muſt be underſtood as containing ears. 
4 neſt ſupplications to the Lord, that he may . 


« and preſerve an Eraftian conſtitution. W The 


An. This objection ĩ is much of a piece with. the pre- 8 


e and. what is ſaid in anſwer to it might ſerve as an 


anſwer to this. But as arguments are neyer wanting to 
refute error, in whatever ſhape it appears, let the follow- 
ing things be conſidered as an anſwer to this objection, ö 
1 The ſupplications i in this prayer are not underſtood by 
te ſupplicants in the ſenſe of the objectors, nor doth, 
the Hearer of prayer underſtand them in ſuch a ſeaſe. 
2. The ſenſe alledged is neither. expreſſed, nor in the 
Aleaſt inſinuated in the words of this prayer, and to 11 | 
a4 ſenſe on them, which is neither expreſſed nor implied, 
As a bearing falſe witneſs againſt our neighbour. 3. Pray-. 
ing for God's bleſſing to civil rulers, and for Ws life 
and proſperity to them, doth by no means imply a Pray». 
ing, at the ſame time, for a continuance of the evils in, 
their conſtitution. The ſeripture tells us, that to bid a 
e ve teacher God Had, is to Is 1 77 bis. evil deeds 
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| * been this day, like wany.ocher "ng groaning 
| uſhed by the 
Voi monſter, which hath two horns like a lamb, and 
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it ie aha TY ui FX to pray for wes nee of | 2 ©: 
God, and for long life and proſperity, even. to. bad n en, 3 


$37 46 2 * N 1 N ? 8 K Ht „ BY WE 
CN ROTO SRO th F 5 ; Big W * 9 . 4 
* 4 " ” Br» 458 oh * . ar 8 
* 8 | 7 * 1 * al 8 . 5 g 5 2 
ſo 8 2 $ ry 
W ; gs 5 
2. ** ” 


is to be partaker of their eyil deeds. If a prayin for - 
God's bleſſing io civil rulers is inſeparab ly... cones ed, 
with a Pr aying for the continuance; of the evils in their 
conſtitution, , we muſt not pray. for them while the World 


ſtandeth, bor yet for ecetcſi rulers; for there have 


7 o/ Nay, according to this objed 


we mult not pray for grace to ſinners, becaule this is "a 


praying for the'continuance of the reign of fin in chem. 
We muſt not pray for more grace to ſaints, becauſe this 


is a prayer for thè continuance of the remains of ſin. in 
them. And for the ſame reaſon; we muſt not pray for 


ourſe] ves, whether we be ſaints, ot ſinners. 4. To. pray 


ward, is warranted by ſcripture pri 
Seel the peace of the city, ſaid Jeremiah to, the; captiv 
Babylon, and pray unto the” Lord br it, Jer. xa. 75 i 
exhorts, That prayers be made for kings, aut For. all that 
are in authority,” 1 Tim. ii. 1..2. Our Lord exborts to + 
bleſs them that curſ us, and to pray for them which perſecute 
us, Matths'v. v. 44. Nehemiah 1 fad” unto king Artaxerxes, 
Let the bing live for ever, Neb. ii. He and Daniel to King 
Darius, O ting live for ever, Pan. vl. 21, Did the, Op 
in Babylon pray for the 5 of "idolatry that 
city, when they prayed for peace to It 15 ad oe primi- | 


tive Chriſtians pray for the-continvance of idolatry in the 
Roman empire, when they prayed for the heathen em- 


perors? Did Nehemiah and Daniel pray that king Ar. 
taxerxes and Darips might continue idolaters, when they... 
prayed for long 1 to them? and when the diſciples of 
Chriſt pray for their perſecutors, do they pray that their 


Jperſecuting ſpirit may continue with them Every per- 5 | 
Iſon, not overwhelmed in the gulf of ſtrong prejudice, .” 


will anſwer all theſe queſtions in the negative. And if 
theſe prayers for heathen rulers were without blame. in 


I 


if titurion- of both, „ and WI | 1 


for a bleſſi ing to civil rulers, and for Jong life and prof W 
rity, not only teche meet and gentle, but alſo to the fro- 27 ve 
recept, and example. 


ves. | 


the ſi ight of "God, how comes it to paſs that Preabyreri- | 5 
G's _ in our de, mul be e 5 criminal in n 
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+> Be ye followers of me, even as I alſo am 

1. Peter was a good man, and an inſpired: apoſtle, .and 
vet Paul xvithfood him to the 15 becauſe he was to be blamed, 
iin them, Iſa. viii. 20. In vain "do they wwarſhip me, teaching 


Hear me, hear me: 


4 gilded over with An, appearance of truth, or dreſſed. upin 


maoting the glory of Chriſt, is not praying for their continuance in then 


1. 


a nor for any other evils to be continued. 
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ong ug eee 


0 Chriſtian rulers? Is there an inſeparable connexion il - 
between men and their ſins, and between the good and ' 
evil things in a civil conſtitution in theſe. laſt days, | which 5 
was act in, the Moſaic and apoſtolic ages ? * | 


i 6. % The miniſters and people, who e the 
< preſent civil goverament,. are very religious people, and 
6 this 18 no e et that N are in the 

* 

ox "The example of good men is to de nw ho 
"Gn. than it js an imitation of the example of Chriſt; 
of Ghrift, 1 Cor. XI. 


Poctrines og by good men are to be rejected as fe- 
probate ſil ver, when they are not ſupported by a 70 Put 
faith the Lord. To the law and 10 the feftiowny : 57 the 
beak nat according to this word, it is becauſe. there is na light 


for doftrines-the commandments of men. It was a good r. 
ply of Auguſtine, to, a clamorous diſputant, crying, 
ec ego te, nec tu me, ſed ambo au- 
diemus Cbriſtum, i. e. c will neither hear thee, nor do 
thou hear me; but let us both hear Chriſt.“ Erro 


r . 


the gold ring and gay clothing of. piety, is far more das. 
-gerous, than when it appears in its own tattered rag fo 


it is a ſnare in Mizpah, and a net ſpread upon Tabor; fo 


catch the weak and unwary, though well-meaning Chi le: 


tian. — There are good and bad among the eee ſai 
well as among other denominations. de 
05% 7. Our national and ſolemn engagements, and _ tet 


<<. eſpecially the national covenant, oblige us in theſi p 
“ lands to difown the authority of every king, who Jar 
c not a preſbyterian, and a covenanter“ 

An. As an anſwer to this objection, Wi the following | 
things be atearnelty conhdere.. 


0 


* 8 that our SR may * irehedt to proper 3 for p pre 


evils. Praying for a ſpirit of reformation to them, is not” praying 


1 3 ih a ay one article. or ſentence co 
venarits;. If: theſe covenants had bound: the. covenanters, | 5 | 
und theft ee to difowf-extry king of Britain, Wh 
is dat a Pte ſbteriaa, anda covenanter;. 14s. ol 

been by ads bfinkquity, as we thall ſee e e "yp 
A Ine 1 1 
covenaiits,. us, layitg- them under any fach engagement, 
as is abundantly evident, both from . RR 
pradfiteoln the twenty=third chapter of their Confeflion, 
ſect. . they wach, 74 That infidelity, or difference * Pp — 3 wg 
5 religion, doth not make void: the magiſtrate's juſt and = 
er lefjal authority, bor free the people: Ease due . Ie: 
« bediente? from which ecclefiaſtical perſons: ate at 
exempted. It is a moſt wild, and gronnfleſs amd, 
that the cbmpiters of the Conbeiion 1 nuderſtvod this ar- 5 
ticte, as principaliy relating wo he comditions of :2-peaple, _ - 
ns out of the darkneſs: and faperflitioti- of agu 
*Popery: Mid tie Wie, earned, and wearable » 
«ſfmbly- of: che diviries, convened at Weſtminſter, compoſt 
a Confdfen;. Ne 4 vas 2 rhem(etves, Put 
for a pebple beging to renbume A, '6f Popi low 
latry? *PVocthmk: hey: — ths a ſenloleſs an, Whimſi- 
do cal dream, or che fruit af 3a rrving immhinstion; for; * 
Erro repreſents obr reſcmert 359 avefillly am abfordly jug- 
d up in gling⸗wich Goc and man, by.confttiing the faith f Ges © 
re dau- ¶ and not their d yea, owithoutielling chat they did / 15 
| rags; fo, ortelling What they maiatamed 28 the role ef their 
dor; toffl own practice in eins mater ; d all his ander the ſo- 
Chiti lemnity of hüt cohechantlonth, in pr fun aunce: whereof che 
1ed, ¶ aid Copfeſſion wias:compoſed und maintained It would 
Ide much ore honeut dune tethe compllers of the m 
8% and feſſton to y, hat they erred in this article, than to me 3 
1 the poſe: fach-aoabſard-ſenſe-upon it: or, us Mr. MeNMilan 
who iH ianr- fs his detter, page ng. The uds of Bur re- 
1 5 ally 1 'do tee eaten 
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obey magiſtrates who are infidels, { 
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„right to the crown.“ e 


But why: ſhould ſuch an te de 8 Fable fs ſenſt 


þ 


Gs impoſed on this article of the: Confeſſion, a ſenſe fo Full 
of diſgrace to the compilers of it, fince the meaning 18 


quite obvious from the words, and rom the ſeriptures 
cited to prove it? The "ſenſe of this article may be given 
in the following words, That it is the duty of Chriſtians to 


Sion. in all things lawful, when 


of à different reli- 

| here are no other ig 

| 2 where God bath determined the bounds of their | 
abitat 


tion, whether it be in Britain and Ireland, or in 


any other place of the world, and when it is not in their 


power to have any other This was the caſe with Iſrael 


in the Babeloniſh captivity, and in the reign” of Ahaſue- 
rus, when they were ſcattered thro” an bundepd and ſeven 


and twenty provinces. It was the caſe with them when 
they were ſubdued by the Romans. And the ſame was 
the caſe with the primitive Chriſtians for more then three. 


hundred years. It was not in their power to have ma- 

giſtrates of their own religion, there were none bub Bes- 
Aben magiſtrates then in the world, and they behoved 
either to obey theſe in things awful, or to go out: of the 


world. — And that the covenanters never viewed their 


Tovenants as my them to difown every king in theſe 
| reſbyterian, and a covenanter, is evi. 
dent from their Practice. It is an undoubted fact, that they 


lands, who is not a 


acknowledged princes in communion with the Epiſcopal 
church of England, a long time after they were ene 
from the darkneſs of Pagan and Popiſh idolatry. | 


3. The covenants did not, and could not, bind "ha oof 


venanterg to any thing, but what they were bound to bi. 
the law of- God, prior to their covenanting. . Their cove. 


nants bound them to obſerve all the commandments! 


Bod, at all times, in all places, and in all circumſtance! 
of life. Now, ſince their covenants obliged them to- obey 
all-the- commandments, then the two following, and o. 


thers of a ſimilar natüre, cannot be excepted: Let even 
foul be ſubject unto the higher powers; for their is no pr 


but * God - the er that Ns are e ordained . G a Ron of 
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** 1205 bs. * Fs ſy er it beito the king, at fupreme,- 1 Pet. 


mould fill the Britiſh th 


tain and Ireland, when any king, but a Preſbyterian and 
ful, and a blaſphemous reproach caſt on the immutable 
time. If our worthy anceſtors were on the ſtage of time; 


and heard ſuch a conſtruction put Wü covenants, they 
would ſay, Faſſe vitneſſes did riſt up the 


enjoining obedience to civil rulers, are not like the cere-. 


death of Chriſt, beckuſe they were only ſhadows of god 
Binge, but they are binding at all times, and in all places, 
1.0 the end of the world: they are ſome of: theſe — 
* le Lord which-erdure for ever. They were binding 
on Gocke ebbamed Hrael imthe: hinthendadd of Chal- 
7 {dca. > They were binding im Paul's day on the Chriſtians | 
a Rome, the metropolis of a kingdom of graven images. 
1 They: were binding on Jewiſh converts, not only: at Rome, 
but onb theſe alſo. who dwell in Judea, that once holy, 


2 Ying in romp iſles of the ſea, when the ſupremie civil ruler 
1 cat is not: Pre bytetian, i 18 a myſtery not to be reſolved by 
ents off men or 1 Do vue male void the law through cove- 

glance nanting? God forbid : yea, we ſwearg that, through Chriſt, 


len who:ſtreng thneth us; we will walk in all e eee 


ments and 


And dinances of the Lord Þlameleſs—I am no 
een o covenanting nor have any deſign to throw: duſt 
on our national vows; but am bold to aver; that the ſo- 


10 -poaue! 


WS” 


ji. 13.— Did it ever enter into the heads of the-covenan- 
ters that theſe, and the lixe precepts, were to have no 
reſpect to them, nor to their poſterity, if any other King 
one, hut a Preſbyterian, and a 
covenaſſter? To ſay that the above precepts are not 
binding in theſe lands, becauſe they are covenanted, is to 
ſay that the covenaots of our anceſtors hath made void a 
part of the eternal rule of righteouſneſs, at leaſt in Bri- 


law of Jehovah, as if it changed with the revolutiohs of 


monies of the Moſaic law, which were aboliſhed by the 


— and covenanted land. And why they ſhould not be bind. | 


they laid to our charge 2 
things that aue know' not, Pſalm — 11. The precepts, 
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a covenanter Wales over them. This is a ſhameful, a ſin- 


emn covenants! of our noble anceſtors, which: were for 
more” than: four hundred and thirtysyears after the la-w., 
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| al it of none affect in any ang jot or title. And chef 
Who think otherwiſe, may try how they will reconcil 
_  theip ſestiments with the apollle's definition of the word 
oft God; which is, chat it fuel, and abiderh'for ever. 


I conclude the anfwer to this objection by dee 
that ſince our covenants oblige us to obey a: kink: in 


things lawful, who. is an infidel, qr of 2 diffirens. raligh 
on, when there is no other in the: country: where we live 


and when it is net in our power to have another, . 


they are covenant-breakers, who diſown the lawful A 
tharity af the preſent Britiſh. ling, even tho he were an 
. inficel, or of a diffrent”! Aud 


8 conſideriag that 
our king is 3 Chriſtian ;/ gr }, 28 fur as 1 know, one of 
the beſt kings in the world, how: a n ai Bu 


 Ohjedt, 8. „ The eee eee Popih rel 
f 1 by the king, and Parliament of Great Britains: 3 va 
4e {ufficient reaſon to diſown their authority,” | - 
Ae If every act of male · adminiſtration, BBoſed a0. 
from obedieace to the lawful- commands'of then 


Princes, there could be no ſuch thing as loyalty in thi 


world, but every man would be a lord, and a law tq 
himſelf, - Are there not innumeral -afto " male-admis 


niſtration in every ſtate, cope, and kingdom undes 
heaven? Perhaps it is not eafy to determine what degres 
of male-adminiſtration will warrant ſubjects to dati of 

the juſt authority of their civil rules. Though rhe tale: 
ration of Popery in England is a very great es, and hath 
x woeful tendency to promote the intereſt of the man oi 
ſia; yet Pruteſtauts are ſtill in the poſſeſſion of their 92. 
* civil, and religious privileges; they may wordt ö 


g to his own appointment, without diſturt 


ance, or the leaſt dread of danger from-the powers ha 
be. What would Froteſtants give for theſe incftimable 
a7 privileges in ſome Popith « oumtrie: 
| Hherties hang at the girdle of the Roman dragon, . 
tender mercies are cruelty, and where the — 
on ane hand, and the damnation of hell on the. other; 


n bud 9 de derade 


rere 


„where their N 
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goddeſs; o Adee, $0. Mien the er 
nation of tha Amonites. cee the „ 
nation of Moab-m-This act of malsradmigiſt 
free the ſubjects of Solomon from their dne * 
bim. I cheir ohediance in things lauf had dern i 
nal, certalnly. Gad Would haye-warged-thon af. Os N 
ſervants the-prophets. . Beganſe golemon went ser Or + 
ther gods, the: Lord threatened: to r60d-the kingd 


om from - 
him, and 40 give it to his ſervant !: but ng thraateping-18 - 
denounced againſt his buten bat ae dedleuce 1 — 4 25 
ju ae gal 1 n 23 
How can Secedery reconcile their punciples 4 * 
[ 2 coil governmeat, with their principls and peace. 
“in ſeparating from an eſtabſiſhed church: or minillry, 
„ whoſe conſtitatiau they acknowledges. to be good, and — 
„he, being prefbytevially: ordgiged, are fil congter - + 
* nanced by the hody uf We people? Abel gocheine r 
bout ciyif government be right, than all the defefiions, | 
and -malgradmipiſteations in the church, could never — | 
„have beep a ground ef their ſeparatian-from- her; bat - | 
* on the contrery, they ſhopld Gil! have contigued iin 
% communion with ber, and ſubjeftion-to-her-in-matters _ - 
well layrful, ia a way af t&Hifying: —— _ os andel- 
a des „ dying they were 2, DJ | at dere habile 5 
| * for them.” PEST 7 DVILeS OY 
4% If emen boite, ad reals $44 
extricate Beceders from this dilemma, aſe gc yi 15 2 
way thro? it b a vr 2 the eat of the 
ſpirit. : And to loaſe this app ed knat, 
the followi ng things baren . bk ako 
w_ The pech of ScotlndicaiBetederes takkercoms | 
munion : —— they could got coptinge 5 in it, im + = 
a Way ibg againſt her defects np /-o. "26 75 | 
: Wink ee ge Tyr rs oe 3 
nexien, which 338 * diſtintt As an = oY 
To be a member af the church, and aſubjeft-ia the ſtate, 
are very different things: thus openly. profane: ame, 
are ſubjeëts in the ſtate, e 4irines ad) ie:chavch; 
Come nn any — flows no TIE aprchack 
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. the leaft' dependence upon-lo legs as ses 1 
fore to'infer the neceſſity c Lchosch Fe@wNipf 


we obedience to'civit-authority, is a þ Mile A bf. 
y-of 'reaſoning, -gooc for 'nothi ing, 80 deceivs the 


| Heatts of dhe ſimple- ee ee e eee a5 

3. When any of the heathens in och: Möt empire me 
18 e the Chriſtian religion, they dropt all religious I].. 
connection with the Pagan prieſts, and their idolatrons 


Vorſtup; and joined themſelves to the church of Chriſt; | 1 
bot they Kill — to be dutiful ſubjects in the ſtate, f d 
Now, if Seceders are inconſiſtent in their principles and . 


practice, it may be ſaid in their defence, they e pl 


| : Wi 
forth by the footfleps of thi flock of Chriſ. N 
24. Fellowſhip with falſe teachers is hurtful, and den G 


| 1 ruining to the ſouls of men; and therefore are. ||. 
ligious connection with them is prohibited: ee. fe 5 
Propbets which comz "to peu in beeps" ' clothing; but 
15 . are rauening %, ee. But obedience to this: Jaw 17 
commands of princes can neither hurt; nor ruin the fouls 
ol men; and therefore the Chriſtians at Rome artec 
minded to obey the heathen emperors: Let every y u 45 
| ſubjeft unto the higher powers ; for there. is no power but of 
"God : the powers that he arg ordained of Gd. 3 
057%. 10. „ The argument for ſubjecion to the preſeut 0 
„government, drawn from the 13th chapter of che RO. 
« mans, is not concluſive; for, how can ſuch amiable qua- JF , 
* lifications as are found in the mãgiſtracy, ſpoken of in 
. < this paſſage, be applied to the heathen emperors ? Can 
de the Spirit of God mean Pagan; perſecuting idolatrous 
8 -inces, when he ſays, | Rulers are not a terfor to god 
kee, but 10 the evil. He is the miniſter of Ged. 10 th: 


V 
a 
4 
* for goed —He is the miniſter -of "Gods a —_—— exerute, 
J 
I 


„ qorath upon him that donn eite 90 5 2 
Anſ. When the queen of Sheba, hand 'of the lame of 
Solomon, concerning the name of the Lord, ſnhe came to 
prove him with hard queſtions; and the objector is not 
aware, that he is proving a greater than Solomom with 
his pretended: hard queſtions, even the Almighty himſelf; 
as wie ſhall ſee preſently. And as an anſwer to this bold 

interrogation, let the following things be conſidered en 
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914 That ee 
mans contaitis:a- <C 


J obey mag . 


higher powers," and the p that be in the firſt verſe. 
I Now, after the Spirit of God hath:made ſuch a plain ap- 
plication of theſe: Chandos: to heathen rulers, even the 
worſt of them noͤt Excepted, it is daring preſumption, in 
a worm ſprung out of the earth to alk, Can the Spit bf 


God mean 3 er The words bo 4 — 4 | 
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thou > to rang "by 
bound to believe the w 5 of ihe: ee One . 


We cannor under ſtand them. FTC AG bad nan 


3. The characters, mentioned by the apoſtle in the 
30 and ꝗth verſes, are motives to enforce the precept in 


the firſt verſe; and if theſe characters are no way appli- 
cable to the port that be, or the then heathen magiſ- 
trates, am ſure, more is required than: the wit of man, 


to makes ſenſe of the precept. LOS 8 
4. Phe characters, in this paſſage, are end to thew, 1. 
whhs all magiſtrates ought to be; and, in this reſpect, 


are as applicable to heathen, as to Chtiſtian magiſtrates: 


Rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil; that is, : 


their office and duty is not, to puniſh men for their good, 
but for their evil works. He is the minifles 


rent, e to pyſzrve 0 the natural, civil; and relig 
Pn of his ſubfectss. * OELE 
5. Theſe characters were partly fulfilled; in W 
niſtration of the heathen emperors; and they never were, 
nor will be ꝓerfectly examplified, in the adminiſtration of 
the beſt. nes: rulers. | "Tho? the Werte age 
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rates is ed det ang — there were none © 

Ibut Heathen: -mbghſtrates, when they received the com. 

de jy cannot be denied; ds we formerly obſe „ 
| Re expreſiy applies tho character . 

| — in the 30 and Ach verſes, to theſe heathen m 
giſtrates: for, — by are not a terror to good avorks; Kc. 

What rulers ?. None ſurely, but theſe Who are called the 
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n | 0 . murderers; und -pther 0 


Vorid. \Nebuchadnezrar. wa the mipiſter of Ged. fe 
Boe rd men j\ And therefoſe comp 


| tullus, fpike-the truth, whatever was his: end, when he I tr 


the. greater deavouring the leſſer? 


faith the Lord; and Nibuchadneazur king of Babjle 


5 nt of the math off ln, 2. Tinti . 


a and is -pnaiſhing;thele malefactors, 
Vg to the nsthre öf Abeif eres, ahry- were the; nile | 
_ of: Gad for gyod'to:their hodoltʒ a vircuont "ſabjefts,.. 
Experience, as well as the Spirit e ee ravyht 
Paul t crema heathen ruler is 5 m of Cod far 
good to men. A chief captain under Cœſar roſeiied thi 
apoſtie from the Hands of: eee w wee. he fit 
bim om a borſeʒ gave hid a mern gun If borſe and 
_ foot, and ent him fafe hut Felix: Werden Even 
 Upringes-camdt help dpidg a grbat deal of good, by pre: 
_ ſetving: ſome degree of Order and goverment in ab 
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| roheresf autre Wei 
ment Fob bl: : the. beafte po i Apo rac unter i ahi 
the forulr of the uvm eel in the bought t berrt nnd dll ai 
wwas fed of it, Dan. iv. 12. A certaihb onto, named Ler- 
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faid to Felix the. governor, By thee u enjoy gredt goieuugſi 4 
4. oortby-geedls- Is als uno this nation by thy provi 7 
dente It is a A with ſome; and I fee ne reaſon to 
_ call-in:queſtion the truth of it, that a bad government is 
detter than no government. What would this world bs 
without government, but a den of dragons, and a mann- 
tam of prey, and men upon it lke-the fiſhes af ths: . 


6. As high characters are given to i Aulerg in, 2 
aer portions of ſcripture, as to the Roman emperors in 

. Cyrus is'called-the Lord's anointed, and Nebuchad 
ee ee. Thus ſaith the Lord to bis. nneinted, n 
Cyrus, wee : ight band YT have hole, to ſubdur nations before - 
him, Iſa. xlv. 1. And I will ſend all the fannhes 


vunt, and mill bring them againſt thicland, Jer. xv. 95. 1 
2 11. Paul himſelf calls Nerota Hon; Troas ae 


0 ey 
e a kerne bd, . chuveh, 
1 i | . 4. Say. % ” ; 


Even wot | of God eis Gd 3 — 5m iltracya 
prer on. Had the obſettor donfideree, that the” finance of 
in I magiſtracy is She thing, and” the . 

156d bo vonld noi Have ie d müch 


phiſtical TR 


under the emblem F of 


er = 11 is granted, that Goats moral rdinante of m 
ten he tracy is never exhibited in fcriptur 


"exhibits maviliearey. aps 
8 che end of their oe 
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Ann and wicked Arice, chap: xi. 25. I | 
S XA, als porn a6 princes. of Ide Line of Baſhan, cha ETSY. - 
Chris calls Herod e ee Xii. 3². Paul calls Nero | 

ers in a lian, 2 Fim iv. 17. e ee FIST TEIN. , +. 
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Peter is deſcribed both as a devil, andias a ſervantiand an . 
Doble f 9% Chriſt. Here we: have a variety of examples 
in which two very dppoſite characters are applied to the 
fſiume perſon; and herd is no inconſiſtence in their applica- 
Tin. Thus, for example, Peter is very juſtly called Catan, 
becauſe he acted thoquiter the devil, in adviſing his ble(- 
ſed maſter not to go unto Jeruſalem. And he is called a 
ſerbant and an apo/tleiof Jeſus Ghrifty becauſe Chriſt called 
bim to the apoſtolic office, and becauſe he was faithful 
in the diſcharge of it.— From theſe examples it is plain, 
that the ſcripture applies very oppoſite e chatafters to the 
fame perſon; and that there is neither incon 
cContradiction, in the application: and chere is juſt as l. 
tle inconſiſtence in the word of God, when it Abbau e to 
the magiſtrate, Whether he be a heatheks or a Chriſtian, 
theſe two very oppoſite characters, a lion, to a the Fu 
nocent and the miniſter of God for good to men. Nero, 
and other heathen emperors juſtly merited the character 
of the lion, when they ſhed the blood of the ſaints. The 
eharacter of the miniſters of God for good to men was 
due to them, when they puniſhed evil ——— ſuch as the 
chief, and the murderer, as was formerly obſerved.—8 
deſerved the character of the lion, when he flew in one 
day fourſcore and five perſons that did wear a linen ephod. 
But the character of the minifter of Ged for good to Iſrael 
was applicable to him, when he fought againſt, and ſub- 
dued their enemies. David was one of the beſt of kings, 
a miniſter of God for good to men, but he deſerved the 
character of a lion ranging the foreſt, and deſtroying to 
che ground the defenceleſs prey, when he put the Am-. 
monites under ſaws, and under harrows of iron, and un-“ 
der axes of iron, and made them paſs through the brick. 
kiln. In a word, when the magiſtrate per verts the end 
5 * his office, by oppreſſing his ſubjects, he is juſtly called 
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commands of "God: They are the repreſentatives of the 
power and majeſty of the Almighty Sovereign of the 
Wotld aud therefore are called Gods. Now, as diſobe. 
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ing obedience to the lawful commands of the powers that 
be, we join hands with its avowed adverſaries; we juſti- 
fy "their moſt malicious calumnies againſt it; and we. 
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expreſly, the cauſe defended in the preceeding pages 
i the cauſe of God; and therefore to teſtify againſt it, 
as the reformed Preſbytery has done, in ſition to the 
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